Tim Everest, managing director of the Cyril Murkin fur traders, plans the Wing Ding squash tournament at his office in Kowloon
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Charity squash gala eyes huge total

Dan Kadison

Dozens of Hongkongers are to raise a
racquet next weekend - for charity.

The 11th Annual Wing Ding
Squash Tournament is scheduled for
this Saturday, November 14, and the
public is invited to watch as athletes,
dressed in eye-catching costumes,
rush from court to court to raise
funds for Operation Santa Claus and
its 13 chosen beneficiaries.

This year, Wing Ding organisers
are hoping to raise HK$500,000 for
Operation Santa Claus, the annual
holiday appeal organised by the

South China Morning Post and

RTHK.

While the tournament is fun for
all, Wing Ding co-ordinator Tim
Everest said the true focus was on
“the serious business of helping oth-
ers”. “In Hong Kong, I've always

‘found people are particularly gener-
ous when it comes to charity,” said
Everest. “If we can come up with
HK$500,000, it will make a huge dif-
ference to the beneficiaries.”

Since partnering up with Opera-
tion Santa Claus in 2004, Wing Ding
organisers have raised HK$1.35
million.

“What we see at the Wing Ding is
only goodness,” Everest said, adding
that he would like to get even more
people involved.

Everest, who co-owns the Cyril
Murkin fur trading firm, said his col-
leagues had so far contributed
HK$125,000 to this year's campaign.

“Our industry is often maligned,
but when it comes to helping others
our industry never bats an eyelid and
they’re always there to help,” said
Everest.

The Wing Ding event starts at

FEETE
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noon at the Hong Kong Football
Club, and lasts approximately seven

hours. Fourteen teams of eight peo-
ple will play matches in unlikely uni-

forms which have ranged from
nurses’ outfits to pink G-strings and

matching furry tops.

During the day, people attending
thefree eventcandonate money, buy
raffle tickets or place bids during an
auction. Those who cannot attend
the event can place a bid on auction
items at www.wingding.hk.

Expected to be up for auction are
luxury stays in Japan and Thailand,
two VIP dinner packages, a pair of
Hong Kong Sevens tickets, an oppor-
tunity to play golf with a leading local
talentand more.

The Wing Ding was started by Phil
Head and Nick Rickett in honour of
Yuen Kam-wing, a physically dis-
abled man who helped run the Hong
Kong Squash Centre on Cotton Tree
Drive. Yuen suffered from complica-
tions related to his disability and died
aged 33.

“He died well before his time,”
said Everest, describing Yuen as a
kind and devoted man.




