


alot of positive energy. It’s nice to be here.”

Other qualities brought to the courts were
grit and determination, epitomized by 38-
year-old Digital Marketing Consultant Dave
Jessop. He played the Wing Ding with two
cracked ribs incurred during a recent football
match. “I can’t see the ribs as a reason not to
do this. It’s about commitment, and I made

a commitment to be here,” said Jessop, who
represented the Silver Surfers team.

From the children’s viewpoint, it must have
looked a bit like adults suddenly behaving
like little ones at a birthday party. Eight-year-
old Nicole Robinson summed it up like this:
“They’re really noisy and the clothes are very
weird,” she said.

Wing Ding 2009 Winners

Oh, and the result? The winners are
hopefully Hong Kong’s underprivileged
children, who will hopefully have a brighter
Christmas. For those counting actual scores,
the Island Squash Racquet Club finished first,
narrowly beating the Hong Kong Football
Club. Third place went to the Hong Kong
Cricket Club team. “It’s a great cause, and
it’s a great tournament, and people have fun
doing it,” said Fook Aun Chew, Chairman
of the Club, “The Club is happy to offer the
facilities. It’s good to be part of the wider
outreach that Operation Santa Claus offers.”

See you next year at Wing Ding 2010!
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Squash

Wing Ding 2009 —
A Family Affair

Amid the giddy madness that runs
through the Wing Ding Squash
Tournament, there is also a strong family
element present and well-accounted for.
Spouses and children supporting Ma or
Pa in their games are fairly common, but
in a few cases, nearly the entire family
could be found decked out on the court
as well. Such was the case with the Ng
and Tang clans on Wing Ding weekend.

Simon Ng took part this year as the
tournament’s referee supervisor. The 59-
year-old City University employee still
plays squash, but left this year’s Wing
Ding team efforts to his three children.
His sons Adrian, 33 and Henry 20,
were on hand in full kit, while daughter
Denise, 36 also played. “The family
thing just happened naturally,” said
Denise, a dentist. “I think for the people
who come and play here, the charity is
the main thing. It is very rare to play this
game in a silly way, but that said, you
still see some pretty good squash.”

The Tangs — Thomas, May, son
Peter and daughter Jenny, were also a
family force at this year’s tournament.
While Thomas, May and Peter played,
14-year-old Jenny dressed as Moses

and operated the horn that tells players
when the games end and new ones start.
“People are incredibly generous at this
tournament,” said May, acknowledging
the more-than HK$500,000 raised.
“You also see a lot of kids here and they
are getting the idea for charity as well.”

Simon also saw the value in honouring
Yuen Kam-wing, whom the tourney is
named after. “Squash players have long
memories,” said Simon. “Wing was a
good guy, always cheerful despite his
disability. He always tried to help people
with their needs.”

Quite fitting, since that is just what the
Wing Ding is all about.
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News from the Courts

Henley-HKFC teams have made a strong
start to season 2009/10. At 11th December
2009 Henley-HKFC 2, 3, 4B, 5,9, 11,

12 and L2A convened by Patrick Choi,
Terence Teo, Adrian Ng, Jonathan
Barton, Derek Ryan, Roger Liden, Paul
Brady and Kate Geary respectively sat

at the top of their divisions. In addition,
Henley-HKFC 2, 9, 11, and 14A are still
unbeaten. While there is still a lot of squash
to be played, it seems that Henley-HKFC
teams will be in the thick of things at the
business end of the season.

Team/Division League Position
(as of | Ith Dec 2009)

Henley-HKFC | 4th
Henley-HKFC 2 Ist
Henley-HKFC 3 I'st

Henley-HKFC 4A  4th
Henley-HKFC 4B Ist
Henley-HKFC 5 Ist
Henley-HKFC 6A  3rd
Henley-HKFC 6B 7th
Henley-HKFC 9 Ist
Henley-HKFC 10 2nd
Henley-HKFC 11 Ist
Henley-HKFC 12 Ist
Henley-HKFC 13 3rd
Henley-HKFC 14A  3rd
Henley-HKFC [4B  9th
Henley-HKFC 16 6th

Henley-HKFC LIA  6th
Henley-HKFC LIB  4th
Henley-HKFC L2A  Ist
Henley-HKFC L2B  2nd
Henley-HKFC L3A  6th
Henley-HKFC L3B  9th

Henley-HKFC MIA 4th
Henley-HKFC MIB  5th
Henley-HKFC M2 6th

Coach’s Corner

Let Please!

Refereeing is a thankless but necessary task.
It always helps to know the rules, and to use
the correct calls, but the real ‘nitty-gritty’ is
what you do when one of the players appeals
for a let. Below is a summary of the thought
process a referee should go through when
asked ‘Let Please’...

Question 1: Did interference occur?
Answer: The striker has four basic rights,
and interference has occurred if the
opponent fails to provide him with any of
these, even if he has made every effort to
do so:

* Unobstructed direct access to the ball

* A fair view of the ball

* Freedom to hit the ball

* Freedom to play the ball directly to the
front wall

If no interference has occurred, then it’s NO
LET, otherwise move on to no.2

Question 2: Could the obstructed
player have reached the ball and made
a good return? And, was he making
every effort to do so?

Answer: If either answer is NO, then it’s
NO LET, otherwise move on to no.3

Question 3: Did the obstructing
player make every effort to avoid
the interference?

Answer: If he didn’t, then it’s a STROKE,

otherwise move on to no.4

Question 4: Was the obstructed player
in a position to play a winning return?
Answer: If so, then it’s a STROKE,
otherwise it’s just a LET





